
Minutes             

 
YPSILANTI COMMUNITY UTILITIES AUTHORITY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 – 3:00 p.m. 

Via Zoom 
 
 
 

Members Present:  Michael Bodary, Jon R. Ichesco, Keith P. Jason, Larry J. Doe, and Gloria C. 
Peterson. 

Members Absent:  None. 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Mr. Bodary called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  Motion by Ichesco to receive and file 
the minutes of the September 22, 2021 meeting as presented.  Support by Doe.  In favor: 
Jason, Ichesco, Doe, Peterson, and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  (Motion carried.) 

3. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Request to Approve - YCUA Resolution No. 21-8 re: Retirement for 
Nadine Runyon – Jeff Castro 

Motion by Doe to approve YCUA Resolution No. 21-8 re: Retirement for 
Nadine Runyon.  Support by Jason. 

Mr. Castro advised the Board that Nadine Runyon, Lab Industrial 
Surveillance Technician for YCUA, has completed 16 years and five 
months of service to the Authority and has requested retirement as of 
September 27, 2021.  He indicated that this resolution announces Ms. 
Runyon’s retirement and commends her for her service. 

Mr. Bodary wished Ms. Runyon good luck in her future endeavors. 

In favor: Jason, Ichesco, Doe, Peterson, and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  
(Motion carried.) 
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B. Request for Consideration – Changes to YCUA Board of 
Commissioners’ 2022 Meeting Schedule re: Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Holidays – Jeff Castro 

Motion by Jason to Approve Changes to YCUA Board of Commissioners’ 
2022 Meeting Schedule re: Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays.  
Support by Ichesco. 

Mr. Castro advised the Board that every year, due to the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holidays, the November and December YCUA Board of 
Commissioners meetings must be moved up one week. 

In favor: Jason, Ichesco, Doe, Peterson, and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  
(Motion carried.) 

C. Request to Approve – Request to Seek Construction Bids re: Snow 
Road Sanitary Sewer River Crossing (Restricted Funds Account No. 
902-302) – Scott D. Westover 

Motion by Doe to approve Request to Seek Construction Bids re: Snow 
Road Sanitary Sewer River Crossing (Restricted Funds Account No. 902-
302).  Support by Ichesco. 

Mr. Westover advised the Board that this is one of the four projects 
brought before the Board as an informational item in September.  He 
indicated that involves the parallel pipe under the Huron River upstream 
of the Snow Road pump station.  Mr. Westover explained that he expects 
bids to go out some time in November with a recommendation for a 
construction contract award coming back to the Board in December or 
January. 

In favor: Jason, Ichesco, Doe, Peterson, and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  
(Motion carried.) 

D. Fund Balance Report – Dwayne Harrigan 

Informational only; no motion from the Board required. 

E. Financial Report – Authority Net Assets – Dwayne Harrigan 

Informational only; no motion from the Board required. 

F. Usage Report – Consumption Report – Jeff Castro 

Mr. Castro advised the Board that the September month-to-month 
comparison shows that water sales are up 5.6% and sewer sales are up 
11.1%.  He indicated that this shows that things are starting out on the 
right foot for the first month of the new fiscal year. 

Mr. Jason inquired as to whether there are any projections on what affect 
the return of students to the Eastern Michigan University campus will 
have on sales.  Mr. Castro responded that the university returning to 100% 
capacity will definitely contribute to higher water and sewer consumption.  
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Mr. Harrigan interjected EMU is currently up 111% over last year but 
there are other things that go into play on the sewer side such as rain 
events and inflow and infiltration from the contract communities.  He 
added that it is unusual to have water and sewer go up in the same month 
but that one of the other reasons for the water increase is Augusta’s recent 
water main breaks as well as the Authority’s annual hydrant winterization 
project. 

Mr. Bodary inquired as to whether the hydrant winterization is complete.  
Mr. Shaffer responded affirmatively and indicated that over 3,000 
hydrants have been winterized and about 80% painted with the rest to be 
completed in the spring. 

Mr. Bodary commented that EMU is experiencing some issues with their 
swimming pool, so he is confident that their usage would be even higher if 
their pool was up and running. 

Informational only; no motion from the Board required. 

G. Attorney’s Report – Matthew T. Jane 

Mr. Jane advised the Board that he has nothing to report other than that 
has been working on FOIA responses and general advising. 

Informational only; no motion from the Board required. 

H. Human Resources Report – Ms. Kinde advised the Board that, in 
October, 76 employees participated in one or more of 12 different 
trainings.  She indicated that 12 employees attended the week-long 
Michigan Public Service Institute (MPSI) training in Mount Pleasant.  Ms. 
Kinde explained that YCUA received its annual liability insurance 
dividend from the Michigan Municipal League in the amount of $19,807.  
She pointed out that today is the first day of the Authority’s virtual Open 
Enrollment roll-out, which she outlined further. 

Informational only; no motion from the Board required. 

I. Director’s Report - Jeff Castro 

Mr. Castro advised the Board that he making preparations for his 
retirement and a smooth transition for YCUA’s new Executive Director. 

Informational only; no motion from the Board required. 

4. OLD BUSINESS:  There was no Old Business for the month. 

5. OTHER BUSINESS:  YCUA Director of Service Operations Michael W. Shaffer 
advised the Board that, in light of the recent high lead level exceedances in Benton 
Harbor and Hamtramck, he wished to report that the Authority recently received its final 
lead and copper numbers from the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, 
and Energy (EGLE) and Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) and the 90% percentile 
for lead was 8.76 parts per billion (ppb) compared to the allowable 15 ppb, which is well 
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under the limit.  Mr. Bodary responded that he had heard that there was a recent 
exceedance in Manchester as well. 

Mr. Castro commented that there is no lead in the water that is delivered and that 
exceedance results are based on whether a customer has a lead service line between the 
water main and the home, copper plumbing that was assembled before 1988 with lead-
based solder, and / or faucets in the home that were purchased before 2014 which could 
contain up to 8% lead.  He indicated that, unfortunately, the press really doesn’t 
understand this and doesn’t deliver the right message but that YCUA is taking 
responsibility to educate its customers about what they can do if they have these issues 
going on inside their homes.  Mr. Castro explained that the Authority is required by the 
state to replace all lead service lines between the water main and the home within the 
next 20 years. 

Mr. Bodary inquired as to whether the water that YCUA purchases from GLWA is 
treated to help prevent lead from accumulating on those fixtures.  Mr. Castro responded 
affirmatively and indicated that the orthophosphate corrosion control helps to prevent 
exceedances, which he explained further. 

Mr. Bodary commented that he would like to distribute a public notice and press release 
in the next couple of months in order to help dispel the misconceptions regarding lead in 
internal plumbing versus the public water system.  Mr. Castro responded that the 
Authority’s website contains valuable information on this subject on its Quality Water 
webpage but it could not hurt to supplement this. 

Mr. Shaffer interjected that, in 2025, EGLE’s exceedance limit will drop to 12 ppb, 
which will hurt a lot of communities but YCUA is well below that and will be in very 
good shape going forward. 

6. STATEMENTS AND CHECKS:  Motion by Ichesco to pay the current month’s bills in 
the amount of $4,349,462.73.  Support by Doe.  In favor: Jason, Ichesco, Doe, Peterson, 
and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  (Motion carried.) 

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There were no Public Comments for the month. 

8. CLOSED SESSION:  Mr. Bodary recommended adjourning the open session and 
calling to order a closed session in order to discuss an authorization to fill the executive 
director position and union negotiations.  Motion by Doe to accept the recommendation 
for adjourning the open session and calling to order a closed session.  Support by 
Peterson.  By roll call vote:   Ayes:  Jason, Ichesco, Doe, Peterson, and Bodary.  Nayes:  
None. (Motion carried) 

(The Board then met in closed session at 3:27 p.m.) 

9. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Doe to return to 
open session at 4:11 p.m.  Support by Ichesco.  In favor: Jason, Ichesco, Doe, Peterson, 
and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  (Motion carried.) 

Motion by Jason to provide Authorization to Fill Executive Director Position with 
changes to the contract language to reflect the applicable dates in 2025 along with language 
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stating that the employee will be entitled to whatever changes in compensation or benefits 
become applicable for all contract employees as a result of ongoing union negotiations.  
Support by Ichesco.  In favor: Jason, Ichesco, Doe, Peterson, and Bodary.  Opposed: 
None.  (Motion carried.) 

Mr. Castro interjected that, once the contract has been amended as discussed and 
reviewed by counsel and the candidate’s background check has been completed, the 
contract will be signed with the chair of the Board but that this does not require waiting 
until the next Board meeting. 

Motion by Jason to adjourn the meeting at 4:15 p.m.  Support by Doe.  In favor: Jason, 
Ichesco, Doe, Peterson, and Bodary.  Opposed: None.  (Motion carried.) 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

      

JON R. ICHESCO, Secretary - Treasurer 

 



  

  

 

  

 

YCUA RESOLUTION NO. 21-8 ANNOUNCING 
THE RETIREMENT OF NADINE RUNYON AND 

COMMENDING HER FOR HER SERVICE 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority, 

County of Washtenaw, Michigan, held electronically, on the 27th day of October 2021 at 3:00 o’clock p.m., 

prevailing Eastern Time. 

PRESENT: Commissioners  Michael Bodary, Keith P. Jason, Jon R. Ichesco, Larry J. Doe,   

     and Gloria C. Peterson.        

ABSENT: Commissioners  None.          

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Commissioner Doe and supported by 

Commissioner Jason. 

WHEREAS, Nadine Runyon, an employee of the Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority, has 

completed sixteen (16) years and five (5) months  of service to the Authority; and 

WHEREAS, Nadine Runyon has requested retirement as of September 27, 2021. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Commissioners of the Ypsilanti 

Community Utilities Authority commends Nadine Runyon for her accomplishments and years of service to the 

Authority and expresses its appreciation to her. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a suitably inscribed copy of this Resolution of Retirement be sent 

to Nadine Runyon as an expression of the Board’s sincere appreciation for her years of service and the desire to 

convey its best wishes for good health and happiness in her retirement. 

AYES:  Commissioners   Michael Bodary, Keith P. Jason, Jon R. Ichesco, Larry J. Doe,    

     and Gloria C. Peterson.        

NAYS:  Commissioners   None.          

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
         

JON R. ICHESCO, Secretary - Treasurer 
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I hereby certify that the attached is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of 

Commissioners of the Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority, County of Washtenaw, State of Michigan, at a 

meeting held on the 27th day of October and that public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full 

compliance with Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976 and that minutes of the meeting were kept and will 

be or have been made available as required by said Act. 

        
JON R. ICHESCO, Secretary - Treasurer 

 


